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rest-houses, bazaars and baths, to be erected at this place. Splendid
apartments for himself, his harem and his suite were also to be built,1
and large numbers of splendid robes of honour and girdles were to be
prepared.2
Marching as rapidly as possible via Hasan Qal'asi and New Shamakhi
(Aq Su), Nadir reached the camp on the Mughan plain on the evening-
of the 22nd January, I736.3 The Catholicos Abraham, whom Nadir
had specially invited, arrived the next day, and was followed two days
later by Nadir's brother, Ibrahim Khan, Tahmasp Khan Jalayir, Pir
Muhammad of Herat, Shah Quli Khan Qajar of Merv, and other persons
of note.* At the end of the month, Ganj 'Ali Pasha, who had been
appointed Governor of Mosul, came to the camp in order to conclude the
peace negotiations ; with him was his mihmandar or " host," 'Abdu'1-Baqi
Khan Zangana, the Governor of Kirmanshah.5
Most elaborate measures were taken for guarding the camp and for the
preservation of order in it. Nadir's own quarters were protected by a.
body of 6,000 kashikchis or special guards ; elsewhere, discipline was
strictly enforced by the nasaqchisy part of Nadir's bodyguard who acted
as a kind of military police. The zeal and efficiency of these men aroused
the admiration of the Catholicos.6
During the period whilst the dignitaries were arriving, Nadir held his
divan every day, listening to petitions, dispensing justice, and transacting
other matters of a routine nature. The divan lasted for at least four
hours ; when it was over, he would spend an hour or so conversing and
drinking wine with his intimate companions, Mirza Zaki, Hasan 'All
Khan, Tahmasp Khan Jalayir and Muzaffar 'Ali Khan.7
By the doth Ramadan (3rd February) all the delegates had arrived ;
they numbered in all some 2o,ooo.8 In the official record a total of
100,000 is given, but this seems a gross exaggeration unless it is to be
taken as including all the troops, camp-followers and servants.
As the dignitaries were far too numerous to be received simultaneously,
they were divided up into batches, each batch being given a separate
audience in the divan-khana. The Catholicos Abraham and *Ali Pasha
were amongst the notables received on the first day of the 'Idu'l-Fitr
(ist Shawwal = i4th February). The Catholicos, although too frightened
(as he himself admitted) to count correctly, estimated that 1,000 were
present in the audience hall. Rose-water, perfumes and sherbet were,
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